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Some Practical Reflections 
on the Observance of 
Christmas. 

ENE 


THE FEAST OF RECONCILIATION 
elit almost universal observance of 
aay «Christmas, as a religious festival, by 
non-Catholic Denominations is a 
| great step towards that Christian 
| » unity which Catholics and Protest- 
| y, i\ ants alike so ardently desire. In our 
| | own generation we have seen the 
gradual, but tremendous, increase of 
this observance among our separated brethren. 
till today it seems a very far cry to the time 
when a Presbyterian Protector of the Realm of 
England sent his criers through the streets pro- 
claiming “No Christmas,” and even to the more 
recent days of our grandfathers, when any sort 
of Christmas observance in a Protestant Church 
(outside the Anglican) was considered a dan- 
gerous novelty. Nowadays it is almost as un- 
usual for a Protestant congregation to allow this 
holy season to pass without special services and 
decorations, as it was formerly for them to have 
such thmgs. Other parts of the Ecclesiastica! 
Year are also being observed, notably Lent and 
Easter. 

But I do not think that we dare press the 
point as being any indication of a Protestant ap- 
proach to Catholic observances. It is rather 
an indication that the non-Catholic bodies are 
outgrowing their original fear and hatred of 
anything and everything that, to their taste, sa- 
vored of Rome. And it is well for us to remind 
ourselves, and them, at such a season as this, 
that there is, after all, much that we hold in 
common as orthodox Christians. Protestant- 
ism, it is true, has gone a long way in its depar- 
ture from even the mutilated truths which its 
founders held as essential, but still the conserv- 
ative element holds fast to some form of belief 
in the Dogma of the Incarnation, and even the 
more radical cling to at least a formal belief 
that the Babe of Bethlehem was the Son of God. 
I know that there are religious bodies, which 
cannot be classified other than as Protestant, 
which deny the Divinity of Christ, either ex- 
plicitly or by so limiting the phrase “the Son of 
God” as to strip it of its true meaning alto- 

(Continued on Page Four) 


John the Evangelist, the 
Disciple Jesus Loved 
ENE 


(By the Rev. Bernard X. O'Reilly) 

——~ £29, 6 Mas, the sacrifice of blood the noblest. the 

bravest and which most wins the Heart 
Him Who is the Spouse of souls, is the sac- 
rifice of virginity. It virginity that 
merited for Saint John the most singular 
prerogatives they show how 
dear to God is holy chastity, placed this Dis- 
ciple among those who by their dignity 
and influence are above the rest of men. We honor on 
December 27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist, as the 
prince of virgins. 
The Beloved Disciple was of David, 
as was our Blessed Lady. He was a relative of Jesus. 
In the prime of his youth John | 


Was 


which while 


> 
of the Tamil; 


left not only his boats 
and nets, not only his father Zebedee but according to 
tradition even his betrothed when everything was pre- 
pared for the marriage. He followed Jesus; not once 
did he look back. No wonder that our Lord bore for 
him special Jove. Our Lord had many disciples and 
apostles but John was the friend of Jesus. The Church 
tells us in her Liturgy that John offered his virginity to 
the God Man and thi Lord’s par- 
tiality to him. 

The very expression of the Gospel which is repeat- 
ed several times—the disciple whom Jesus |oved—speaks 
volumes. Our Lord chose Peter as the Head of the 
Apostolic College, the rock on which His Church was to 
be built. Peter was the most honored but John was the 
most loved. Though Peter declared that he 
more than all the rest yet John was loved most by Jesus 
because his virginity deserved this special mark. There 
is something in chastity of soul and body that brings us 

(Continued on Page Four) 


Birthday of Our Best Friend 


(By the Rev. D. Hague.) 

——aal Yok @ year, and only once a year, the great 
4 lage «6modern world stops its rush, and just to 
celebrate the’birthday of a Little Babe. The 

roar of life is stilled for one whole day just 

because a Baby Boy was born in Asia nearly 

two thousand years ago. The skies may be 

dark, and frosts may reign, but in a million 

hearts and homes there is a warmth of joy 

and gladness and peace and hope This cold old world 
is flooded with a flood of sympathy and charity and love 
gifts; and a million hearts are mellowed with a spirit of 
forgiveness and unselfishness which is fn itself a mir- 
acle. But let Christians never forget that a Christmas 
without Christ is no Christmas. Christmas is merry and 
cheerful because on this day that Babe was born Whose 
coming was heralded for a thousand years by patriarchs, 
psalmists, and prophets. God hung a star in the heaven 
to tell the weary world of His.coming. The wisdom of 
the Orient saluted Him. Angelic armies announced His 
birth with rapturous song. For He Who was born that 
day was Jesus the Saviour, and Christ the consumma- 
tion of a thousand prophetic wonders, and the Lord of 
Glory, Very God of Very God. Christmas is a holiday far 
worldly good-will and earth-born benevolence. There 
is laughter and shouting; there is singing and joy; the 
clasping hands of friendship, the merry shrieks of chil- 
dren; there are gifts and games, caresses, forgiveness, 
and good cheer. Thank God for it all. But jet Christians 
ever remember that al! that is in our land today was 

(Gentinued on Page Four) 
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HEN Christ was born in Bethlehem 
of Juda, historians tell us, there ex- 
isted a state of peace between the 
civilized peoples of the world such 
as had not been known for ages be- 
fore, and such as hardly been 
duplicated since. But it is to be not- 
ed that this of peace existed at 

that time chiefly because one dominating power 

had conquered and subdued the entir 

what was then the civilized world 

Men have thought that the almost ceaseless 
wars which have ravaged the world since the 


Birth of C} 


has 


state 


rist have given the lie to the Song of 
the Angels, and that Histor; 
claims of the Prince of Peace, 


peace, in the and 


has disproven the 
srmply because 
worldly I sense of the 
word, has apparently not been 
of the Incarnation of the Son 
point to the “religious wars” whi 
waged by pagan against Cin 
against Moslem, b\ 
as if these 
need not be de! 
with whether or 
Revelation and its Founder the Son of Go 

True, the Angels proclaimea Peace on the 
day of His Birth. True, Prophets had foretold 
that He was to be “our Peace.” 
He Himself said “My Peace I gi 
But He also said, t] 
also said “Think not that | am 
peace on earth, | bring not Peace but a Sword.” 
Men who wish to cavil find difficulty in 
ing such apparently divergent statements, per- 
haps because they do not wish to reconcile them. 
There are those who cannot understand the con 
ception of “peace in the midst of strife,’ just 
as there are those who cannot understand how 
the Church, which is the kingdom of God. can 
be both a spiritual and a temporal thing, both 
external and interior, both profoundly humble 
and arrogantly proud. And there are those who 
would have God rob His creatures of the highest 
gift He has given then, namely Free Will, and 
force them to desist from its exercise, force 
them to actept Religion and all its consequences, 
force them to obev the Divine command, the Di- 
vine teaching, quite forgetting that such con- 
strained obedience would have no moral value 
whatever, though it might, conceivably make the 
world a pleasanter place to live in. 

And there we have hit upon the crux of the 
matter. For those who would find fault with the 
Church and her Divine Founder for having 
failed in two thousand years to ®ring about a 
universal Peace, a complete acceptance and fo!- 
lowing of the Divine Law, a perfect state of re- 
deemed society, in short; a Paradise on earth. 
quite forget that in the eyes of Christ, and in 
the eyes of His Church, this present world is a 


CHRISTMAS AND THE MASS. 
By the Rev. H. C. Hengell, Ph. D. 

Sen ONCLUDING a thoughtful survey of (hris- 
tian life and worship as recorded in history 
past and pre.ont, @ great statesman, Aug 
ustine Birrell, exclaimed, “It ie the Mass 
that matters.” 

The English word Christmas indicates 
the age long intimate association of the 
Mass with the celebration of the birth of 
Christ, for the term Christmas obviously re- 

solves itself into Christ-Mass 
The offering of Christmas midnignt Mass, the priv- 
ilege extended to every priest to offer three Masses on 
Christmas i‘ay, further stresses the intimate association 
of the celesxason of our Lord's Nativity with the Mass 
which He wilied to His followers at the Last Supper. 
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purpose, 
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very little matter, serving but 
though an all important purpose, to 
men for that world which is to come. 

Life, then, is vattle, and a continuous and 
momentos battle'at ¥hat. Sin, the World, and 
the Devil, sworn ant¥bitter enemies of the soul; 
must be fought and subdued and conquered by 
each and every soul, ere peace, true peace can 
hecome the inheritance it was meant Cod, 
in His Mercy gives us the weapons and the 
strength to wage what would else be an uneven 
and losing warfare. And God gives the reward 
to those who fight manfully under His banner 
Rest and Peace at the last gift 
of God to the soldiers who have won through 
and endured to the end 

I know that 


moments of 
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which 
fight On 
ner snouid they be 
tiie (ap 
knows what is in 


often wearied 


miast of 
periods or reat and retresnmen! 
we emerge strengthened and reads 
But these are not 
expected. They come to us, gifts from 
tain of our Who 
man, and Who was Himseif 
though discouraged hey are but 
tastes of that everlasting Peace, that 
remaineth” for the people of God; they are but 
prophetic fragments of that “peace which pas 
seth understanding,’ which the world can neith 
er give nor take awa’ 
And, as the individual Cjnristian nas a 
tie to fignt, so e (Church, which ia the Arn 
of Christ, has also its great warfare to carr 
on. There are ancient wrongs to be righted, 
age-long evils to be eradicated, and the Truth 
be preached at the cost of cor 
flict. Because the world does not want tl 
Truth; the world is Up in arms against it: pride 
prejudice, bigotry, misunderstanding, corrup 
tion—-these and many more are arrayed 
against the Truth, because the spread of Trut! 
means their deat! e 
of the Church is no 
it is and must be, if 
commission, a war of conquest, carried directly 
into the enemies’ country, waged with every 
weapon which the inspiration (,0d and the 
ingenuity of man can fashion; BUT “the weap- 
ons of our warfare are not carnal, spirit 
ual,” yet that does not mean that they are an; 
the less real. I have read, in God's own Book, 
of “the sword of the spirit” and “the helmet of 
salvation”’ and all the rest of the panoply of the 
spiritual man, who is also “shod with t 
of Peace.” 
After all, 
fighting for. 
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Peace is the on worth 
And the campaig! ‘hurch 
ls literally a “war to end war,’ for } ms at 
nothing less than the saivati: | vorid, 
the bringing of all men ever’ 
and eterna! peace of heaven 
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“Do this for a commemoration of 
Oo Christmas Day the Catho! 
for a commemoration of His | 

Recent history reveals the fac’ 
of Christmas without the Mass 
a pagan custom of an exchange of gifts 
ventional, if not commercia! basis rhua | 
made to help “business,” while ite significarm 
Day is forgotten. Without the Mass, me: 
deny, or, at least, ignore the significance 
Nativity as the Nativity of One Who became 
der to render Divine intinite atonement 
men. It is only in the Sacrifice of th. 
full sacrificia! character of His birth and 
is realized. 

Truly in the 
of Christian life 
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| Helpless Titsards Himself 


e is All-Powerfual in 
Our Behalf 


“a: ’ contemplating the Infant Christ we 
aun hardly know what holds us more— 
the amazing attractiveness of the Di- 


vine Child or the wonder of His help- ° 


lessness. The thought that this Babe 

in Mary’s arms is the all powerful 

God, that through those wide, won- 

dering eyes peers the Eternal Wis- 
dom that reads our hearts, tnat those tiny 
hands belong to the Architect of creation and 
the Author of all being—this is all too great a 
mystery for our minds to grasp, but it fascin- 
ates us, and eack moment brings us fresh won- 
ders to contemplate. But then there is the other 
side. This is the Lord of the Universe: but He 
is an Infant: He is powerless; He can do no 
more for Himself than any other child; the cold 
wind brings tears to His eyes; He suffers and 
cries. Where is His Majesty? What has become 
of His limitless power’ 


As these two aspects come hefore our minds 3 


and alternate and cause frésh wonderment, we 
realize that we are face to face with one of the 
greatest of all mysteries—the mystery of the 
Incarnation, and though we can never fathom it 
we have food in it for endless contemplation. 
Infinite greatness, absolute helplessness—what 
power can unite these two? None but the r 
of love. The Incarnation is the mystery of love. 
Tt is the figure of the Infant Jesus that reminds 
us of all this. 

Our Saviour has told us that unless we be- 
come as little children we cannot enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven, and we know, too, that by 
becoming as little children in the sight of God 
we have a sure wavy to the Sacred Heart of Our 
Lord 

The most outstanding characteristic of a 
child and the most essential! for us to imitate is 
that of absolute abandonment. The child does 
not question ; it has no lack of confidence; it does 
not suggest more reasonable ways: it lies in its 
mother’s arms and seeks no other place of reat. 
We can do this with far greater security in the 
full knowledge that we are trusting to a loving 
God. The anxieties of life are the greatest trou- 

(Continued on Page Four) 
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rHeE REV. MARTIN J 
HE Prophet Isaias beholding Christ in 
vision, proclaimed Him the Prince of 
Peace. “‘A Child is born to us, anda 
Son is miven to u and the govern- 
ment is upon His shoulder, and His 
shall! be called Wonderful. 
Counsellor, God the Mighty, the 
Father of the world jm come. the 
if Peace ia, 9 
At : birth the heavens opened and the 
angelic cholr sang ou me) to God in the 
highest, and on ear’ good will,” 
(Luke 2. 14.) 
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Among His words of farewell to 
tles on the eve of His death 
peace Peace I leave with you, Ms 
mto vou.” {John 14. 297.) 
His first 
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(John 14, 19.) 
Before His coming. at His birth. durin 
His death, and after His 
was proclaimed Vi 


Anos 
nPerace | vi 


saliutation 


aurrec? mT? 


fo al Reaurre 
‘reover. He 
VYocat Yy Peace he i] 

“Put up aga t} wword into 

hat take the aword shal! p 


(Matt. 26. 62 


DCH # 


conte? wl ete 


of All the World 
vm 


Birthday 


SO eee 
Lt ee 
wee awe 
bei ee 
wer ae ew 
woe =~... 
“Gere ew 
ee — em ee 
eee we eee 
ie ee ee " 
=e 2. - 
eee eee 


ae ew 


ae. 


~ 


| 


was His lewacy of- 


i 


' 


AlN 


' 


AA 


®. 


—_ 


~——— oa 


YUK SUNDAY VISITOR 


we o- —-— oo 
3 = = “2 ses esa galbicautih seine apes -  Maeente Pablication its lodges. Individual Masons may) 
ae ing Anti-Catholic Campaign |» be, and are, large-minded, tolerant, | 
. (Continued from Page One) and honest men, but American Mason- | 
os d Pla ound ONLY FOR CATHOLICS. This fact! as a body has officially enrolled it-' , 
. & ren Ss choot ani ‘yer age: = genecously —to| *elt in the sate of the ‘Mgets, hes] § 
es _— stooped to disingenuous and falsify-|: : 
‘ . Y pee ane ng he —S - ome ing vilification, has come out into the ; 
| - dbdudicwcensencencencenceinets - olin. ae chin ee die taal open as an active and bitter enemy of | ; "4 
s WEF. Marsha) Foch, the greatest of en-|ing stamps show conclusively that ica ‘the Catholic Church, willing to stoop! 4 : 
"caLENDAR FOR THIS ot | was placed In command of even Pe toon te a patriot.| himself open to the charge of insin-; to any methods, to stand sponsor for |3 Volum 
e. ll armies, is a pious, practical Cath-' ism of their parents ng their! y eg iz —— 
; us. Aga pendey os Advent. = gate = present he is making @ tour| pennies to Uncle Sam when he needed; Now Archbishop Blenk has concise-| mee Pees apa if . haem by Lage ae 
> ig. ey Meminic, Ab of the United States, but pick up a. them. ly, and emphatically stated the posi-| | ™ slead and misinform its members | ¢ 
: 7 - Tueenas, "Apostle. paper on a Monday morning and you The Catholic women played A most} 4: of the Catholic Church to Mr.| and the public regarding any matter 3 0. ties i 00s / 
- will see in large type where General important part by banding together | in which the teaching or practice of $ No. 40—Size 13x15. $1. Nr | . 
ee St pec me C Kaeh and hie etaff attended Mass in! and never tiring of making bandages, Brooks in the letter which he holds. | | the Catholic Church is involved. 3 ix 
| Ht erog Day. Christmas Five me Catholic church, | : _ | for the wound If Mr. Brooks were sincere, and inter-; 2 Every Crib Packed in - : 
, Past | ; was the ¢ wee awd Even today when you see a Cath-| ested in the matter in any other way you 7 me 
CARN ES Ae “and wetan Wie otamea oa |G procession, first comes the Cross,| than that which, he thinks, might en-| : with the real Catholic Ch 
at was a “tetrarch?”’ me, A look at the various liberty eee tha trhe tear of tetrlabicen in| able him to hurl his denunciations = En ha We | fom 
What is a vigil? pa riptions is positive proof of | the breast of every Catholic Ameri-| against the Catholic Church, he would frome ye on aay Write _— 
What does the word “Christ he patriotic spirit of the Catnemis/ not twist and distort what Catholic tions ; tN 4 ——— 
mas’ mean? In all Catholic schools the war sav-. God—Country. 84 yer memes have to say about sacta-| 3 Emerald Jet. Ri toe 
, . = = — —==—= 2, { mental marriage into the illogical and | 


ye 
tal, Opal, Rose, Bapphiire Pearl, ‘Moonstone, 


‘obviously absurd and confused con- Bloodstone, Sa 


HOW 


ri 5 _.. $1.50 Sterling davie roar! 
AWARDS FOR THE NOVEMBER CONTEST. | clusions which he draws regarding Rf runranteed fo 10’ years. 259 Gold bead rosaries... ee 
MANY j {the attitude of the Catholic Church $2.98 NE ee a en ee a Wilkie Mi tis 
. : ds HE WN CHILDREN who . —— 
For the Essay. on “Catholle Patriotem” the Boy's Prise is given ve || ctcmpt marriage outalde of the man A Gohl Che Mishag SOT ts ae 
“wy : a a 
THESE as 18 KINTZIGER ot Sse ~ . c “ner prescribed by the Church for the o 


Girl’s Prize to LUCILLE HODES of 8t. Joseph’s High School, Fremont, 


This rosary is without doubt the finest on the market for the money, fe 
WARRANTED TO GIVE SATISFACTION. Beautifully finichea tn} 

gold, has a Mine raised corpus, capped decades, is 18 inches long, and ros 

neat box. van, 
NOVELTY ROSARY IN CASE ar same style Rosary 4 

e old . with 
Sterling silver and gold filled case mL 
with Rosary and chain. Rosaries soi- 


HAVE 
YOU 
BOUGHT? 


- Ohio. 


and 
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snemy to bind up the wounds of the 
fallen soldiers, or to bring a drink to 
the fever-stricken warrior, who was 
about to offer the supreme sacrifice. 
In the late World War about forty 
per cent of all the soldiers were Cath- 
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